Dartington C of E Primary School and Nursery Unit

This exciting Reading and Writing programme has evolved over a period of five years
intensive research by Donna and more recently Ruth and the Key Stage one team, wnh
Years 5/6 of my large inclusive primary school.

The programme so far has already provided us with evidence — supported by
assessment and SATSs results — that shows that the work needs to be continued
throughout the next two years on a more full time basis, with a view to developing a
whole-school approach to inferential and evaluative thinking across the curriculum. We
wish to extend this programme in school and start with our year 1/2 classes.

This is a large project which Donna and our Key Stage one team feel will require a full-
time focus to be truly effective. Regrettably funding within our school budget for such an
undertaking is not possible.

I'm sure you will agree that this Multi-Sensory Mixed Ability Reading and Writing
programme will re-inspire disaffected children across the country who have turned away
from reading books for pleasure.

I believe that it will target those children that chief Ofsted inspector David Bell highlighted
in his ‘Good Read’ speech to mark World Book Day (March 2005) when he stated that
‘For too many young people today, the pleasures of reading are not open to them; either
because they do not read well enough or because they have already decided that
reading is not for them.’

In a letter to Donna and Ruth he praised the project and said how ‘heartening it was to
see such enthusiasm and ideas emanating from the very practitioners in whom we put so
much trust and responsibility for teaching our children to read. The project has also been
wholeheartedly supported by Joanna Hayes from ‘The Drawstring Partnerships Project’,
University of Plymouth.

| feel that this is of national importance that Donna and our Key Stage 1 team are able to
complete this work and | assure you that they are all alongside other members of my
Government Training school team, used to sustaining and providing comprehensive
analysis that offers models of teaching, learning, knowledge and support for creative
education. We see that this project can be a forerunner for national work in Reading and
Writing in the primary classroom.

Should you require any further endorsement from me, please do not hesitate to contact
me.

Yours;‘_sincerely, e =
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Afnie Tempest

Headteacher A Caring Community School
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